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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR PINT YO 
SUBJECT: SOVIET WALK-IN 

1. A SOVIET CITIZEN MAY CONTACT CONSULATE DURING WEEKEND 
CLAIMING TO BE A POLITICAL REFUGEE. THE MAN, NIKOLAII IVANOVICH 
BLAGIKH, A 25 YEAR OLD TOUR LEADER, CAME TO THE EMBASSY 
EVENING OF MAY 30 ASKING FOR ' HELP TO GO TO AMERICA '. 

HE LEFT ABOUT 10:30 PM INTENDING TO TAKE TRAIN TO LJUBLJANA 
AND CROSS BORDER ILLEGALLY AT TRIESTE. HE STATED INTENTION OF 
CONTACTING CONSULATE. 

2. BLAGIKH IS FROM VARONESH NEAR MOSCOW. HE WAS BORN 
JUNE 22, 1949 AT YAROSLAVL. HE WAS LEADER OF A GROUP OF 30 

ON TOUR OF YUGOSLAVIA WHEN HE WALKED AWAY FROM HOTEL AND 
WONDERED CITY FOR SIX HOURS BEFORE APPROACHING EMBASSY. 

3. EMBOFFS TOLD BLAGIKH THAT YUGOSLAVS WILL NOT PERMIT BLOC 
NATIONALS TO LEAVE YUGOSLAVIA ILLEGALLY FOR WEST AND 
SOME TIME WOULD BE NECESSARY BEFORE EMBASSY COULD SAY IF 
AND HOW IT COULD HELP HIM. HE DECIDED NOT TO WAIT, 

ACCEPTED SOME MONEY AND LEFT BY SIDE DOOR FOR TRAIN 
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STATION. BLAGIKH WAS CONVINCED HIS ABSENCE HAD BEEN 
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DISCOVERED SHORTLY AFTER HE LEFT HOTEL AND SEARCH FOR 
HIM WAS STARTED. 

4. WE ARE PESSIMISTIC ABOUT BLAGIKH S CHANCES OF 
REACHING ITALY. JUST AFTER DUTY OFFICER ARRIVED AT 
EMBASSY TO TALK WITH BLAGIKH. A YUGOSLAV CAR "STALLED" 

IN FRONT OF EMBASSY AND TWO MEN WERE STILL TINKERING 
WITH THE MOTOR MORE THAN HOUR LATER WHEN DUTY OFFICER 
LEFT. MARINE GUARD SAW ONE OF MEN ACROSS STREET ABOUT 
MIDNIGHT. 

SILBERMAN 
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